
Improving Animal and Plant Life 

Looking after the environment is the best way to 
ensure that you see more wildlife in your garden, 
yard or outdoor space. Ensuring litter is 
not left lying scattered on the floor and 
ensuring that natural streams and ponds 
are kept clean will help.  

Then you can support the wild life 
develop by giving a helping hand. By 
building homes for the mini beasts you 
can provide for the whole food chain, 
without shelling out for specialist supplies. When you leave part of your garden 
untouched, you are creating safe area for wildlife away from human 
influences. 

An undisturbed pile of logs makes an excellent hideaway for an incredible number 
of insects, which in turn can attract birds and mammals.  

But if you prefer a more orderly garden, you can still provide additional food 
and shelter for all the small things - and some of the big ones too - with a good 
mix of plants. 

 Trees not only give birds somewhere to nest but can 

provide fruit for foxes, badgers and even deer 

 Hedgerows, such as holly, provide essential cover and corridors 
that join up green spaces for small mammals 

 A range of shrubs that flower at different times will 
improve the diversity of visitors to your garden 

 Longer grass is essential for egg-laying 

insects such as butterflies, so leave a bit of 
lawn untrimmed 

 Taller flowers will attract flying friends 

from bees to dragonflies 

 Night-scented plants such as buddleia and 

evening primrose are great for moths which in turn are a feast for bats 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/22309931
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/life/Lepidoptera
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/collections/p007rdq3
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/life/Dragonfly
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/life/Bat


 Wall climbers can provide links between gardens for pollinators 

 Make a calm haven in coastal gardens with trellis and evergreens to act as a 
windbreak 

 Don't forget your water feature: ponds are 

essential for amphibians and offer a bath 
and beverage for birds 

 Choose your own compost over peat - the 
latter is a threatened habitat while compost 
heaps are a warm home to reptiles as well 
as a great source of nutrients for your garden 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/22120791

